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NI NT. HALLWAY CAM NO NUEVO CHARTER ACADEMY- MORNI NG

A STUDENT is running as fast as she can down a | ong hal | way
to the stairwell. Halls are enpty. She dashes down as

qui ckly as she can and junps off the final tw steps. She
is worried and frantic. She flies into the main office out
of breath.

| NT. MAIN OFFI CE

Three adults, including the PRI NCI PAL, M5. MCMANUS, are
having a conversation in a sem circle. The student has her
hands on her knees and is breathing hard.

STUDENT
Ms. McManus. It’s happened agai n.

Ms. McManus, suddenly worried, quickly drops all the papers
she is holding on the desk nearest her and grabs her
wal ki e-t al ki e.

MS. MCMANUS
VWher e?

STUDENT
The third floor this tine.

MB. MCMVANUS
Show ne. Qui ck.

The student and Ms. McManus run out of the office.
| NT. SECOND FLOOR HALLWAY- MOVENTS LATER

Ms. McManus and the Student running through the hallways
with the canmera follow ng roughly behind them

M5, MCVANUS
(into her walkie talkie while
runni ng)

| need an i medi ate response team
on the the third floor. Code
white. | repeat Code Wite.

| NT. THI RD FLOOR HALLWAY ( CONTI NUQUS)

They arrive at the scene.

A smal | and shocked | ooking crowd is gathered around a
student, VICTIM ONE, who is crying on her knees. The crowd

opens into a sem circle as Ms. MManus and the Student
arrive.



As the silent crowd backs away we see there are torn papers
all over the floor covered in red pen marks in front of
Vi cti m One.

MB. MCVANUS
(st unned)
Oh W God. Is that...?

VI CTI M ONE
(sobbi ng)
It was my...honework. Soneone
nmur dered it!
(student erupts into tears and
clutches sone of the torn
remai ns cl osel y)

The student who cane with Ms. McManus throws-up upon seeing
t he carnage. Another student grabs Victim One by the
shoul ders and tries to pull her away fromthe papers.

MB. MCMVANUS
kay everyone, this is now an
active crinme scene, |’mgonna need

everyone to nove way back behi nd
t he perineter

Just then the response teamarrives consisting of MR LOPEZ,
and M5. PEREZ. M. Lopez imediately begins putting up the
crinme scene tape while MS. Perez handles crowd control.

M5. PEREZ
Ckay everyone, you heard the
Principal, get behind the yell ow
t ape!

I NT. THI RD FLOOR HALLWAY ( LATER)

The Victimis sitting and is clutching a blanket over her
shoul ders as she sips a hot beverage froma mug. Behind her
we see crowds of students behind yellow tape while Ms. Perez
draws a chalk outline and M. Lopez is taking pictures of
the torn paper remains with a large flash canera. Both are
weari ng rubber gloves. Little yell ow paper markers with
nunbers on them are marking evidence spots all over the
scene. There are sonehow flashing police lights in the
hal | way.

M5. MCMANUS
| have to head off the nedia on
this one. There are school
newspaper reporters already |ined
up outside nmy door. |’ mturning
this case over to you McM I I an.

( MORE)



M5. MCMANUS ( CONT’ D)
You're nmy top hall nonitor so don't
mess this up or 1’'Il have you on
bat hroom cl eanup for the rest of
the year. Lopez! (to | opez)
MM Ilan's in charge. Follow his
| ead.

MR LOPEZ
(phot ogr aphi ng t he scene)
Yes, nma’ am

MCM LLAN
(to VictimOne with
conpassi on)
Can you tell ne what happened?

VI CTI M ONE
Un who are you exactly?

MCM LLAN
|’ mnow the | ead investigator,
Roger McM || an.
(Shows his hall nonitor badge)

VI CTI M ONE

(1 ooking at the badge, then

finishing a sip fromnug and

then stuttering through a

pai nful recollection)
Ok, well, It was all a blur. | had
just finished with ny history
homework, and | set it down for a
second on the table so | could
return a book to the library
shel ves. | never neant for...how
could | leave it all alone like
that. So stupid!

(crying again)
Who woul d do sonething |like this!?

MCM LLAN
Can you just tell me what happened
next ?

VI CTI M ONE
(trying to conpose hersel f)
kay, well, When | came back from

returning the book I saw sonething
noving really fast out the back
door. But | didn’'t think anything
of it really.



MCM LLAN
Was it a student?

VI CTI M ONE
Coul d have been? |’m not sure.
Al I knowis that...M poor

homewor k was. . .
(sobbi ng agai n)

MCM LLAN
kay, | think we have enough to get
the investigation started. W'l
find the person who did this. |

prom se.
Victim One nods but doesn’t meke eye contact. McM I I an
stands up and wal ks over to M. Lopez who is still taking
pi ctures.
MCM LLAN
(to Lopez)

We're not going to get anything
fromthe victim She’s
traumati zed. Have you found
anyt hi ng?

MR, LOPEZ
Whoever did this is a sicko. W’ ve
got multiple abrasions, contusions,
and bilateral cuts across the
entire renmains. Additionally the
whol e paper seens to be covered in
some sort of lettering nmade using a
red Bic Pen. \Woever did this was
careful not to | eave any DNA
evi dence on the actual remains.

MCM LLAN

How do you know it was a Bic Pen?
MR. LOPEZ

Wel |, because we found this about

15 feet down the hall way.

M. Lopez holds up a ziploc bag containing a |arge pair of
metal scissors and red Bic Pen.

MCM LLAN
Are those teacher’s scissors?

MR. LOPEZ
| think so. The assail ant nust
have stol en them



MCM LLAN
Do you think those are the sane
scissors used in the previous two
nmur der s?

MR. LOPEZ
It’s likely, yes.

MCM LLAN
What does the lettering say?

MR. LOPEZ
we aren’t sure yet but it seens to
be nostly just a bunch of "F s"
with circles around them
(Hol ds up a second plastic bag
with a piece of paper and a
red "F'" with a circle around
it)
W' Il have to reconstruct the
remai ns back in the nmain office
| ater.

MCM LLAN
Di sgusting. 1'Il start questioning
W tnesses to see if anyone saw
anyt hi ng. Good Work Lopez.

MM | | an wal ks away.
M. Lopez snaps one nore picture.
I NT. PRI NCI PALS OFFI CE (HOURS LATER)

The principals office resenbles an interrogation room
Sitting at the nmain table with a bright [ight over his head,
sits VERON CA.

Just outside the door McMIlan is talking to M. Lopez.

MCM LLAN
(wal ki ng up)
Sorry, ny chemstry class ran | ate.
Wo is this? (notioning toward the
i nterrogati on roon)

MR. LOPEZ
(handing MMl lan a file
f ol der)

This is Veronica, we brought her in
this norning on tardi ness charges
that aren’t going to stick. W

t hi nk she knows sonet hi ng about the
murders she isn’t telling us.



MCM LLAN
Way do you think that?

MR LOPEZ
a couple of students said they saw
Veroni ca enter the library | ast
ni ght before it closed. And,
that’'s were we found her this
nmor ni ng during tardy sweeps,
sl eepi ng behind the copy stacks.

MCM LLAN
She slept there all night?

MR LOPEZ
It appears that way.

MCM LLAN
Well then we at | east have her for
trespassing on top of the fact that
she coul d have seen the mnurderer!

MR LOPEZ
possi bly. But the teachers |’ ve
guestioned all say Veronica is a
deep sl eeper and is very hard to
wake up in the mddle of class.
so. .

MCM LLAN
. | et’ s see what she knows.

They both enter the roomand sit down across from Veroni ca.

MCM LLAN
So Veronica, once again couldn’t
make it to class on tine huh?

VERONI CA
Man! This is ridiculous. You' ve
got a serial honework nurderer on
the | oose and you’' re spendi ng your
time rounding up and investigating
tardy cases? Wiat a waste of
t axpayer doll ars.

MCM LLAN
(Opening file folder on table)
Well, Veronica it’s funny you

shoul d nention the serial honework
nmuderer case. W have nultiple
W t nesses who put you at the scene
of the kidnapping this norning

( MORE)



MCM LLAN ( CONT’ D)
ri ght before the nurder took place.
Let nme ask you, does this | ook
famliar to you?

McM | lan throws a sheet protected photo of the crine scene
paper remains in front of Veronica. Veronica reacts
viscerally and | ooks away i medi ately.

VERONI CA
Dear god. Wy are you show ng ne
that!?

MR LOPEZ

(slamm ng his hand on the
tabl e and yel ling)
did you or did you not sleep in the
library |ast night Veronical

VERONI CA
Okay! | did but that doesn’t mnean |
nmur dered that poor girls honmework!
Who do you think | anf!

MCM LLAN
(calmy)
All we want to know Veronica is
what you saw. Who took that kids
honewor k!

Veronica sits silently |Iooking away with his arns crossed.
He is hesitant.

MR LOPEZ

(now st andi ng and | eani ng

forward on the table,

aggr essi ve)
If you can’t talk you' re going to
be going away to detention for a
long tinme Veronica on trespassing
char ges.

Veroni ca | ooks scared now and she begins to talKk.

VERONI CA
Ckay, | saw soneone in the library
this norning but | couldn't tel
who it was. | swear. Al | know

was that they were tall and had
scissors and a pen in their hands.
| al so heard them nunbling
sonet hi ng about...students...or
failures...or sonething. | couldn’t

( MORE)



VERONI CA ( CONT’ D)
really make it out. They seened
mad t hough. Like the honmework they
gr abbed had wonged themin sone
way.

MCM LLAN
Anyt hi ng el se?

VERONI CA
yeah, as a matter of fact there is.
| heard the person say sonething
about M. McCleary. But | couldn't
tell what. It didn't sound nice
t hough.

MR LOPEZ
M Md eary? They said his nane
specifically?

VERONI CA
Yeah. Do you think he's next or
sonet hi ng?

MCM LLAN
| don’t know, but we’re not going
to wait to find out. You can go
back to class Veronica.

Veroni ca stands up and | eaves and both detectives foll ow
cl osely behi nd.

TO BE CONTI NUED. . .



